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/’ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Nationsl Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
h' / HABITAT CONSERVATION DIVISION

525 NE Oregon Street
PORTLAND, OREGON 97232:2737

December 18, 1997 F/NWO3

Colonel Robert Slusar

Corps of Enginseers, portland District
Attn: Ms. Judy Linton

P.O. Box 2946

Portland, Oregon 97208-2946

RE: 97~-1482, Instsllation of a Combined Sewer Outfall in the
Nainstem Columbia River and Oregom Slough at Portland,
Oregon

Dear Colonel Slusar:

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMPS) has reviewed the
subject Public Notice in which the applicant (City of :Portland)
proposes to install 8 combined sewer outfall in the mainstem
Columbia River and Oregon Slough at Portland, Oregon. Our
comments are based on NMFS' responsibility for the protection and
enhancement of marine, estuarine and anadromous fishery resources
and their habitats.

Among other fishes, the Columbia River supports spring, summer
and fall chinook salmon (Oncordynchus tshawytscha), summer and
winter steelbead (0. aykiss), sockeye salmon (0. nerka), coho
salmon (0. kisutch), chum salmon (O, keta) md vhite nturgoon
(Acipanser ::uam.wuu ’

The mainstem Columbia River is an lmportant migration route for
numercus species of anadromous fish. During wmigration, juvenile
fall chinook salmon typically key on shallow, nearshore habitats
(Dawley et al. 1986). Juvenile coho salmon alsc use shallow
water areas, &s evidenced by their capture using beach seines
(Dawley et al. 1986). Sockeye salmon and steelhead juveniles are
normally found mid-river during migration (Dawley et al. 1986).
Juvenile white sturgeon &lso utilize shallow water areas for

nighttime feeding (McCabe et al. }3993).
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The NMFS has several concerns regarding the project and makes the
following recommendations:

Velocities at the outfall risers would be approximately 8
fps, which may pose an sttraction to upstream migrating

salmonids, resulting in migrational delays. Doubling the
amount of risers should reduce velocities to & fps, which
should not attract adult fish.

@ . The amount of material left after burying the pipe (22,000
cubic yards) is proposed to be left in the Columbia River.
Assuming that it is sidecast along the length of the

* pipeline, it would result in a mound over 10' high.
Alternative disposal methoda are required to minimige this
mound and allow for minimal impacts to benthic organisms.

@- The method for dechlorination was not discussed. If
dechlorination is accomplished by aeration, the potential
exists for the resultant water to experience changes in
temperature that may affect adults in the outfall area.
Water temperatures at the outfall that exceed ambient
temperatures by two degree¢ Fahrenheit may act as a thermal
barrier to migrating fish. Prior to installation, & thermal
plume analyesis should be conducted to determine the extent
of change. If the results indicate that water temperatures
may create a barrier, methods shall be employed to bring the
temperatures to within allowable values.

@- Mitigation for project impacts will occur in designated
Critical Kabitat for salmonids listed under the Endangered
Species Act (300' on each side of the Columbia River). The
areas that are vegetatsd shall be placed in a conservation
easement to ensure their continued benefit to salmonids.

If these recommendations cannot be incorporated into the permit,
the NMFS recommends that the permit be denied.

This letter is our response under the suthority given to us
through the Fish & Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.8.C. 661»666¢C;
48 Stat. 401) to review and comment ag to the effects on fish and
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wildlife from activities proposed or permitted by the Corps of
Engineers (COE). This response does not relieve the COE of its
obligations to comply with the procedures set forth in the
Endangered Species Act (Part 402 of the CFR) or the substantive
requirements of section 7. S8Snake River spring/summer chinook
salmon, Snake River fall chinook salmon, Snake River sockeye
salmon, Snake River steelhead and Upper Columbia River steelhead
have been listed as threatened or endangered under the
Bndangered Species Act and occur in the project vicinity.
Therefore, please determine if this action may affect the listed
species; if 0, please initiate consultation in writing with the
Habitat Conservation Branch of this office pursuant to 50 CFR
402.14. Also, lower Columbia River steelhead have been proposed
for listing as endangered under the Endangered Species Act and
occur in the project vicinity. Therefore, please determine if
this action may affect the proposed species; if so, please
initiate conferencing in writing with the Habitat Conservation
Branch of this office pursuant to 50 CPR 402.10.

Questions regarding this letter should be diracted to Ben Meyer
at (503) 230-5425.

Sincerely,

7y

ligabeth Holmes Gaar, Chief
Habitat Conservation Divieion

cc: USFWS - Portland Field Office
ODFW - Don Besanett











